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ing of the fifteenth of November 1551, and continued till
three in the afternoon, so overwhelming was the number
of communicants. (The ordinary mass lasts half an hour.)
The sermon was preached by Padre Francisco in the
courtly Castilian dialect: but it is recorded that people of
all provinces understood him, even those whose native
tongue was Basque. A certain Don Juan de Moschera
publicly cursed him; to whom Padre Francisco instantly
went, begging pardon for being worth a cursing.
He set up as a hermit in a wooden cell near the Jesuit
House at Onate; and gained fame as a preacher, especially
(strange to say) among the learned clergy. Men who take
pleasure in approving of others, newcomers, of the same
trade, are very rare: but for the clergy to approve of a
preacher is rarer. He wrote a manual of Advice to Preach-
ers, which had an unusual vogue. He was very fond of the
breviary hymn Vexilla Regis prod-emit, (The Royal Ban-
ners forward go;) and repeated with delight of soul the
stanza,
"Arbor decora et fulgida,
Ornata regis pur pur a:
Electo digno stipite,
Tarn Sonet a Membra tangere.
"0 Tree of glory, Tree most fair, ordained those Holy limbs to
bear;
How bright in purple robe It stood, the purple of a Saviour's
Blood."
("Hymns Ancient and Modern.")
He worked miracles. A lady had two splinters of wood;
the one was unnotable, the other was a Relique of the
True Cross: but which was the Relique was not known.
Padre Francisco, to decide, broke them both; from one,
Blood dropped upon a piece of paper. An Infanta of
'Spain put him to a similar test: but in this case the relique
was said to be a piece of the skin of St. Bartholomew
Apostle (he was flayed alive), with another. Padre Fran-